Going further in the knowledge of Yondelis®; what's new in daily clinical practice?
The approval of trabectedin in Europe in 2007 for the treatment of advanced soft tissue sarcoma (STS) was based on four Phase II trials. The extensive clinical trials program currently underway with trabectedin indicates clearly the extent to which this novel agent remains a topic of scientific and clinical interest in the treatment of advanced STS. Results of several retrospective studies examining outcomes of patients treated beyond clinical trials and under everyday practice conditions, including compassionate use programs, were disclosed in 2013. These analyses complement the knowledge about trabectedin gained from previous and ongoing clinical studies. Collectively, the results confirm the activity of trabectedin in inoperable/metastatic STS and extend current knowledge about several aspects of its profile, highlighting in particular improved outcomes when trabectedin is used in earlier lines of therapy and when treatment is maintained in the absence of disease progression. Evidence that the safety profile of trabectedin does not differ materially between elderly (≥65 years) and younger patients suggests no need to discriminate on the basis of age; elderly patients who are sufficiently fit to receive chemotherapy and considered by their physicians as unsuited to receive doxorubicin/ifosfamide can be treated with trabectedin in the same manner as younger patients.